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tion; because he cannot be sufficiently wealthy to keep
so many correspondents in pay; and few great Courts
are so well informed as he is. All his affairs are in
excellent order. He became the reigning Duke of Bruns-
wick in 1780, and found his principality loaded with
debts, to the amount of forty millions of livres. His
administration has been such that, with a revenue of
about one hundred thousand louis, and a sinking fund
in which he has deposited the savings of the English sub-
sidies, he will, in 1790, not only have perfectly liquidated
the debts of the sovereignty, but, also, those of the
State. His country is as free as it can be; and is happy
and contented, except that the trading class regret the
prodigality of his father. Not that the reigning Duke is
less sensible to elegant pleasures than another; but, se-
verely observant of decency, and religiously faithful to his
duty as a Prince, he has perceived that economy was
his only resource. His mistress, Madame Hartfeld, is the
most reasonable woman at Court; and so proper is this
attachment that, having a short time since discovered an
inclination for another woman, the Duchess leagued with
Madame Hartfeld to keep her at a distance. Truly an
Alcibiades, he delights in the pleasures and the graces;
but these never subtract anything from his labors or his
duties, not even those of prudence. When he is to act
as a Prussian general, no one is so early, so active, so
minute as himself. It is a mark of superior character
and understanding, in my opinion, that the labor of the
day can be less properly said to be sufficient for him than
he is for the labor of the day; his first ambition is that
of executing it well. Intoxicated by military success,
and universally pointed out as a great general (especially
since the campaign of 1778, during which he all the
winter maintained the feeble post of Troppau, to which
the King of Prussia annexed a kind of vanity, against
every effort of the Austrians), he appears effectually to
have quitted military glory, to betake himself to the
cares of government. Everywhere made welcome, pos-
sessed of unbounded curiosity, he still is capable of as-
siduously confining himself to Brunswick, and attaching
himself to business, He is, in fine, a man of an uncom-iete
